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McCord hired
man FBI named
in raid warrants
Ex-treasurer was client of Michael Fleck,
who worked for Reading, Allentown mayors

A tragedy
130 years ago
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GLAD THEY PICKED
UP THIS ‘PENNY’

Boys at The Children’s Home of
Reading have rebuilt a motorcycle they’ve named “Penny,” enriching their lives as well. B1

Michael Fleck
Political
consultant

Rob McCord
Ex-state
treasurer

By Ford Turner and
Don Spatz
Reading Eagle

Add another client — disgraced Pennsylvania ex-Treasurer Rob McCord — to the
list of politicians who paid
consultant Michael Fleck in
the run-up to a regional FBI
investigation that has involved the mayors of Reading
and Allentown.
Campaign ﬁnance records
show that in early 2014, Fleck
worked simultaneously on
political efforts for McCord,
Reading Mayor Vaughn D.
Spencer and Allentown Mayor
Ed Pawlowski, less than a year
before McCord abruptly resigned and pleaded guilty to
federal charges.
The records show that between Feb. 6 and May 8 of last
year, separate committees for
each of the three politicians
made payments totaling at
least $15,000 to Seven Points
Consulting LLC.
Seven Points was formed
by the February 2014 merger of Fleck Consulting with
the WS Group of Harrisburg
and operated in the same Allentown building as another
Fleck company, H Street
Strategies.
At the time, McCord was
state treasurer and running
for governor. Pawlowski, a
multiterm mayor, had just
dropped a bid for governor
and thrown his support and a
$10,000 contribution to Mc-

Weather report
Sunny to partly cloudy.
Winds: 4-8 mph. A12
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Cord. Spencer, whose 2011
election campaign was managed by Fleck, was paying the
consultant for work on other
local political issues.
Ironically, Seven Points was
the common denominator in
a minor discrepancy between
McCord’s and Spencer’s campaign reports.
McCord reported a $7,000
in-kind donation in May 2014
from Friends of Vaughn Spencer, but Spencer’s report didn’t
list it. The Reading mayor’s
original report listed a $6,000
payment to Seven Points, and
an amended version of the
same report described the
expenditure as “mailer for
Spencer and McCord.”
When asked about the
$1,000 difference in the value,
McCord’s former campaign
spokesman Mark Nevins said
he didn’t know and there was
no longer any way for him to
ﬁnd out.
“It was long enough ago that
there’s no real recollection of
the speciﬁcs of that in-kind
contribution,” he said.
Neither Spencer nor Eron
Lloyd, the mayor’s assistant
and campaign treasurer, was
available for comment.
McCord was elected state
treasurer in 2008 and reelected in 2012, but suddenly
announced his resignation in
January.
The following month, he
pleaded guilty to two federal
counts of attempted extortion,
[ See Former >>> A3 ]
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While work remains to be
done, the DoubleTree by Hilton hotel in the city will open on
schedule, its manager says. B1

Nation

FIREFIGHTER PERISHES
IN CALIFORNIA INFERNO
He was trapped by ﬂames in
his vehicle while scouting for a
good place to attack the windwhipped blaze. A6
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Recent Reading High School graduates rediscover the story
of William Lee Terry, their alma mater’s ﬁrst black graduate,
who died under mysterious circumstances in 1885.
By Andrew Wagaman
Reading Eagle

T

he Latin phrase “In limine” was displayed above the stage of Reading’s
Grand Opera House on Wednesday
morning, June 25, 1884.
It translates to “On the threshold,” and
it was the motto of the newest graduating
class of Reading High School.
Commencement had never before been
held in the opera house, and the Reading
Eagle reported that hundreds were turned
away. Inside the packed auditorium, spectators waved paper fans.
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On stage before them was William Lee
Terry, the class valedictorian and the
school’s ﬁrst black graduate.
William was the grandson of a Virginia
slave named Jenny Terry. She and her nine
children were taught to read and write and
were freed in 1852. They moved to Reading
and prospered. One son, Moses Terry, was
active in the local Underground Railroad
and was, among other occupations, a teacher
and postal worker.
William Lee Terry was bound for Lehigh
University in Bethlehem. Handsome, hardworking and exceptionally bright, he hoped
[ See Reading High >>> A3 ]
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Learn the beneﬁts of running and leading a healthy and active lifestyle.
Reading Health System physician experts will also host an open discussion
and answer audience questions.
Healthy light fare. Registration is required.
Call 484-628-HELP (4357) or go to www.readinghealth.org/events.
Attendees will receive a $5 discount on Reading Hospital Road Run registration.
Offer valid during Women With Stride event only.

The police chief says the measure costing $32,000 is prudent and what the public
expects. B6

A plan to bring a high-tech
project, retail center and apartments to Reading has fallen
through. F1

Technology

OPENING WINDOWS 10
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Microsoft’s latest version of the
operating system proves far superior to its unpopular predecessor. F2
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Former state treasurer among consultant’s clients

[ From A1 >>> ]
involving threats to punish
people who didn’t contribute to his gubernatorial cam$16,610
paign.
McCord’s sentencing is
pending.
Fleck, who has not been
charged with any crime, also
managed Spencer’s unsuccessful run for re-election in
this year’s primary. The mayor
paid Fleck’s H Street Strategies $99,000
for the primary,
$12,628.55
which Spencer lost.
181.94
$11,354.78
Fleck’s name appeared
on
$10,764.47
search warrants used during
FBI raids at City Hall and
Spencer’s
home in$320
Reading on
$3,425.87
$1,500
July
10, and the previous week
at City Hall in Allentown.
G. Terry Madonna, a veteran pollster and political
science professor at Franklin
and Marshall College, said observers could only speculate
on the ultimate targets in the

ongoing investigation.
“It seems natural that the
feds are looking into the connections that Fleck has with
these officeholders, and it
goes without saying that he
might be the linchpin as to
why they were raided in the
first place,” Madonna said.
“There obviously is something bigger in the works that
links these three people to
one guy.”
A Pawlowski spokesman
referred questions to Allentown Solicitor Susan Ellis
Wild. She said the city has
had no substantive contact
with the FBI since its raids,
other than communicating
about documents sought in
a subpoena associated with
the search warrant.
Wild said she was aware
that Fleck had done work for
the two mayors and McCord,
but any speculation about
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Points Consulting
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Felton said some current
candidates
were left in a bad
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situation when Fleck left, but
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the committee hopes the disruption in their campaigns
the past by an Easton busi- will be minimal.
connections had no relevance ness dealings with Fleck.
A cellphone number for ness acquaintance has been Contact Ford Turner: 610-371-5037 or
to her work for the city. Allentown, she said, had no busi- Fleck used successfully in disconnected.
fturner@readingeagle.com.
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Reading High’s ﬁrst black graduate’s life ended in tragedy
[ From A1 >>> ]
to become the family’s first
lawyer.
During commencement,
Terry gave a speech titled
“The End Not Yet.” He was
“free in his gestures, spoke
with great feeling and was
loud enough to reach the
uttermost part of the Opera
House,” the Eagle reported.
The speech was “undoubtedly
the triumph of the day,” according to the newspaper, and
the applause was deafening
when he ﬁnished.
Less than 10 months later,
Terry was dead.

A rediscovered story
Lyasha Bishop, 21, graduated from Reading High in 2012.
She continued her education
at Lehigh, where she is majoring in history, English and
Africana studies. She hopes to
earn a law degree.
Bishop has led the Black
Student Union and helped
make a school-funded documentary, “Engineering Equality,” on Lehigh’s diversity
challenges and struggles to
recruit black students.
“Our hope is that this documentary will help people understand the experience of
the ‘other’ at Lehigh,” Bishop
said.
The ﬁlmmakers attempted
to interview as many black
graduates as they could, recording experiences going
back decades.
Bishop discovered Terry’s
story while working on the
film. Further research led
her to the work of her fellow
2012 Reading High grad, Tye
Morales.
Morales and Penn State
Berks classmate Denise Castro had researched and written about the Terry family,
working with the late historian Frank Gilyard, founder
of the Central Pennsylvania
African American Museum
in Reading.
Morales, 20, a mechanical
engineering major, said Terry
was a student headed for bigger and better things.
As for Terry’s death?
“It should have never happened,” he said.

‘A hearty welcome’
In fall 1884, William Lee
Terry moved in with an aunt
residing in Bethlehem.
The young man excelled
academically at Lehigh. After
his ﬁrst semester’s ﬁnals, he
was ranked at the top of his
135-student class.
Apparently, Terry was
also popular. His modesty
and reﬁned manners gained
him admiration among fel-

low students, according to
The Bethlehem Daily Times,
which reported, “He was acknowledged to be one of the
brightest and most promising
men in his class.”
Then he was gone.
What happened early in the
spring semester is not entirely
clear. But in March 1885, he
left school and returned to
Reading. He told his parents,
Charles and Martha, that a
severe cold had led to bladder
inﬂammation.
Rest did not help. On April
16 — Emancipation Day — he
died. He was 19.
“His sudden decease has
fallen like a thunderbolt
among his classmates and numerous friends, who were all
hoping for his speedy return
to college,” The Daily Times
reported.

Unsettling story surfaces
A crowd lined both sidewalks outside 436 N. 10th
St. the morning of Terry’s
funeral.
In the front parlor lay a
walnut coffin with six silver
handles. The body inside was
dressed in white.
At some point, the unnamed
aunt from Bethlehem arrived
and embraced Charles and
Martha Terry.
During the ensuing conversation, “she expressed
the greatest surprise that the
parents did not know the full
history of the case,” the Eagle
reported.
On Jan. 20, the aunt recalled, Terry had returned to
her home from campus battered but triumphant.
He told her students had
tied a long rope around his
waist. Two groups then took
the ends of the rope and
pulled it as hard as they could
in opposite directions.
Essentially, it was a tug-ofwar match with Terry in the
middle.
The students were testing
his grit, the freshman explained.
“Aunty, they pulled awfully
hard, but they couldn’t make
me scream,” he told her.
From that day, the aunt
claimed, his health deteriorated.
Friends from both Lehigh
and Reading High served as
pallbearers. At Charles Evans
Cemetery, Terry was buried
in front of his grandmother
Jenny.

‘Positively done away with’
The same day, Dr. Henry
Landis of Reading reported
Terry’s disease was not inflammation of the bladder.
It was pelvic cellulitis — in-

Shocking story leads students to search for answers
By Andrew Wagaman
Reading Eagle

What happened to William Lee Terry?
Lyasha Bishop and Tye Morales, the 2012
Reading High School graduates who separately researched his life, don’t claim to have
the answer.
“That was something we
spent a lot of time trying to
ﬁgure out,” Bishop said. “I
don’t think anyone knows
the truth.”
“It was shocking to read
about,” Morales said. “But
it was all speculation. There
Lyasha Bishop was nothing concrete that
said, ‘Yeah, this was hazing,’
or ‘Yeah, this was racially
motivated.’ ”
Terry’s fate was a minor
subject in their larger research projects.
Morales and Penn State
Berks classmate Denise
Castro were working on a
Tye Morales
paper focusing on the family
of Lee B. Terry, one of William’s uncles. Lee was the chairman of the
Reading Social Club and involved in the AfroAmerican League of Berks County. Lee’s son
Edward was the ﬁrst black man in Reading
to earn a doctor of medicine degree.

Bishop learned of Terry’s story while making “Engineering Equality,” a documentary
about diversity issues at Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, where she is a student. The
ﬁlm was inspired by more recent incidents
on the Lehigh campus
In 2006, a skinned deer head was left outside the school’s multicultural student house.
The building was also egged.
In 2013, during Bishop’s sophomore year,
racial slurs were spray-painted in red on the
same building.
“Things like this have happened every four
or ﬁve years,” Bishop said. “My peers decided
we were not letting it go anymore.”
The ﬁlm focuses on what producers call
the evolution of the black student experience at Lehigh. They collected more than
30 hours of interview footage with Lehigh
graduates from the 1960s on, as well as with
faculty members, administrators and current students.
The film analyzes how schools beyond
Lehigh can recruit more underrepresented
students. It comes at an opportune moment:
The Supreme Court will revisit affirmative
action in college admissions this fall.
“Engineering Equality” will be released
in September. To learn more about the
project and to watch a trailer, go to engineeringequality.cas2.lehigh.edu.
Contact Andrew Wagaman: 610-371-5095 or awagaman@
readingeagle.com.
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An 1885 Reading Eagle story looks into the causes of William Lee
Terry’s death.

ﬂammation of the abdominal
tissue.
The inﬂammation had abscessed, Landis said, which
eventually ruptured the bladder and led to blood poisoning.
Landis said that the original inﬂammation could have
resulted from “over-exertion
in gymnastic exercises.”
The Eagle interviewed Harry O. Koller, a Reading native
who had dropped out of Le-

high in 1884. He defended the
university and said Terry had
been treated courteously.
“Hazing was positively done
away with some time ago by
resolution of the classes,”
Koller said. “He must have
been misunderstood by those
out of the school with whom
he spoke after he was through
exercising.”

Experts weigh in
Hank Nuwer has written

four nonﬁction books about
hazing incidents occurring
before and well beyond the
year 1885.
Beyond just fraternity
pledging, newcomers to campus long have taken part in
risky stunts to prove loyalty
and earn acceptance, the author said.
Verifiable hazing deaths
date back to 1847, but many
more never developed beyond a relative’s accusations.
Nuwer calls these mystery
deaths.
“As is true today, hazings
were covered up, or looked
at in the best light possible,”
Nuwer said, noting that officials focused on the participation of the victim to
exonerate those putting the
victim through it.
Boisterous tug-of-war contests between freshman and
sophomore classes were common. But Nuwer said he had
never heard of the scenario
Terry’s aunt described.
“That’s a ﬁrst,” he said.
Dr. Forrest Fernandez, chief
of trauma and surgical critical
care at Reading Health System, doubts Landis could have
accurately determined that an
abscess had ruptured Terry’s
bladder and led to blood poisoning.
Given the time span between the alleged incident

and the death, Fernandez
said it’s more plausible Terry
suffered soft tissue wounds
that got badly infected.
He offered another possibility: Terry was hazed and,
separately, developed appendicitis.
In any case, Fernandez said,
the described rope scenario
could probably cause serious
injuries.
“I don’t recommend trying
it,” he said.

‘Youth’s bright day’
Little appears to have been
published about Terry’s death
after his funeral.
According to a letter published in the Lehigh Alumni
Bulletin during the 1933-1934
school year, Terry, a “very ﬁne
colored fellow,” was anchor on
his class tug-of-war team. The
alumnus disparaged newspapers for writing that Terry had
died from classmate-inﬂicted
injuries.
“Denials were made by the
university, but it was a long
time before the people were
convinced of the true story,”
the alumnus wrote.
Terry was mentioned in the
Class of 1888 poem, commemorating its years on campus
and published in the Lehigh
Burr student newspaper:
We’ll pass the rest of (freshman) year o’er
Except to speak with due
respect
Of him who treads the earth
no more;
Our classmate who was
called away,
To join the choir invisible —
Poor Terry, in his youth’s
bright day
Bill Carter of Chevy Chase,
Md., is a great-great grandson of Moses Terry, William’s
uncle. He has had successful
careers in international energy, international education
and real estate development.
The Philadelphia native, 68,
has also researched the genealogy of the Terry family for
years. He’s less interested in
ﬁlling out the family tree than
learning about his relatives’
lives and the heritage he has
inherited.
While curious about William’s personal fate, he sees
the larger Terry legacy revolving around education.
Ever since Jenny Terry’s
children learned to read and
write on a slave plantation,
Carter said, “the importance
of getting an education has
never wavered.”
Carter is proud to be a
fourth-generation college
graduate.
Contact Andrew Wagaman: 610-3715095 or awagaman@readingeagle.com.

